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All of these are diplomatic options 

that we can and should undertake and 
which can lead to success. 

What we are doing today is building 
the framework for 21st century inter-
national relations. It will either be a 
framework of unilateralism and insecu-
rity or multilateral cooperation and se-
curity. It is our choice. 

During the Cold War, the words ‘‘first 
strike’’ filled us with fear. They still 
should. 

I am really appalled that a democ-
racy, our democracy, is contemplating 
taking such a fearsome step and really 
setting such a terrible international 
precedent that could be devastating for 
global stability and for our own moral 
authority. 

We are contemplating sending our 
young men and women to war where 
they will be doing the killing and the 
dying. And we, as representatives of 
the American people, have no idea 
where this action will take us, where it 
will end and what price we will pay in 
terms of lives and resources. This too 
should cause us to pause. We have 
choices, however, and we have an obli-
gation to pursue them, to give U.N. in-
spections and enhanced containment a 
chance to work. 

What this resolution does state very 
clearly and firmly is that the United 
States will work to disarm Iraq 
through United Nations inspections 
and other diplomatic tools. It states 
that we reject the doctrine of preemp-
tion, and it reaffirms our commitment 
to our own security and national inter-
ests through multilateral diplomacy, 
not unilateral attack. 

I urge you to protect our national in-
terests by giving the United Nations a 
chance by supporting this amendment. 

It does not foreclose any future op-
tions. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time.

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

I rise in strong opposition to the 
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute offered by the gentlewoman 
from California. I certainly do not 
mean to offend her. She is one of the 
very good Members of the House Com-
mittee on International Relations, but 
I think her amendment suffers from 
terminal anemia. It is like slipping 
someone an aspirin who has just been 
hit by a freight train. 

Let us review Saddam Hussein’s pat-
tern of lawlessness. He is employing 
the vast wealth of his country and a le-
gion of capable scientists and techni-
cians to develop biological, chemical 
and nuclear weapons at the expense of 
food and medicine for the women and 
children of Iraq. He invades neigh-
boring countries, and continues his 
support for some of the world’s most 
notorious terrorists and the groups 
that support them. 

In the mid 1990s, U.N. inspectors un-
earthed detailed drawings for con-
structing a nuclear device. In 1998, the 
International Atomic Energy Agency 

began dismantling nuclear weapons fa-
cilities in Iraq, including three ura-
nium enrichment plants. Over the past 
decade, he subjected tens of thousands 
of political opponents to arbitrary ar-
rest, imprisonment, starvation, mutila-
tion and rape. 

On Monday night, President Bush an-
nounced that Saddam possesses a grow-
ing fleet of manned and unmanned aer-
ial vehicles that could be used to dis-
burse his stockpile of chemical and bio-
logical weapons across broad areas. 

While Saddam repeatedly violates 
the myriad of U.N. Security Council 
resolutions passed since 1991, the world 
watches, the world waits and the world 
does nothing. 

So how do supporters of the Lee sub-
stitute propose to respond to Saddam’s 
continuing affront to international law 
and norms? With conciliation and ne-
gotiation. 

For 11 years, the international com-
munity has attempted to do just that. 
Weapons inspectors have been banned 
from Iraq since 1998. During the 7 years 
inspectors were permitted in the coun-
try, their efforts were undermined by 
Iraqi coercion and cover-up. 

The gentlewoman is certainly correct 
that the United States should work to 
build an international consensus to fer-
ret out and destroy Saddam’s weapons 
of mass destruction. And as we speak, 
the Bush administration is engaging 
the United Nations to employ arms to 
force Saddam to comply with Security 
Council resolutions. But in the last 
analysis, the security of the United 
States cannot be held hostage to a fail-
ure by the United Nations to act be-
cause of a threat of a Security Council 
veto by Russia, China or France. 

The Lee substitute essentially advo-
cates the futile policies of the previous 
decade and fails to recognize the 
United States as a sovereign Nation 
with an absolute right of self-defense, a 
right clearly recognized by Article 51 of 
the U.N. Charter. 

Without a strongly worded Congres-
sional resolution that gives the Presi-
dent the flexibility he needs, the Iraqi 
regime will have no incentive to com-
ply with existing or new U.N. resolu-
tions. Only clear and direct action of 
this Congress will send the essential 
message to the United Nations that the 
current stalemate must end. Only reso-
lute action by this Congress can ensure 
the peace that all of us claim as a goal. 

The Lee substitute is a well-inten-
tioned but perilous receipt for inaction, 
based on wishful thinking, and that is 
what makes it so dangerous. We have 
had more than a decade of obfuscation 
by Saddam Hussein. At what point do 
the United States and the inter-
national community say enough? 
Enough lies, enough evasions, enough 
duplicity, enough fraud, enough decep-
tion. Enough. 

I think the time has now come. I 
urge a no vote on this amendment.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the gentleman from Oregon 
(Mr. DEFAZIO). 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, this reso-
lution represents neither conciliation 
nor negotiation. It is a resolution for 
continued containment, deterrence, 
that would be bolstered by intrusive, 
effective, forced, unfettered inspec-
tions. They worked before. They can 
work again. The most dispositive re-
port on how effective those inspections 
were came from Tony Blair to the Par-
liament, and Saddam Hussein did not 
cooperate. He tried to hide the stuff. 
He could not hide it. 

These inspections worked. There was 
the destruction of 40,000 munitions for 
chemical weapons, 2,610 tons of chem-
ical precursors, dismantling of their 
prime chemical weapons development 
and production complex at at-
Muthanna, the destruction of 48 SCUD-
type missiles, the removal and destruc-
tion of the infrastructure for the nu-
clear weapons program, including the 
al-Athir weaponization/testing facility. 

Intrusive, unfettered inspections 
with our allies will work. This cowboy, 
go-it-alone, to-heck-with-our-allies, to-
heck-with-the-rest-of-the-world prin-
ciple with an attack before we try this 
alternative is wrong. 

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
to yield 3 minutes to the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. LINDER). 

Mr. LINDER. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding me this time. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in opposition to the amendment 
offered by the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia. Let us contemplate for a mo-
ment the ramifications of substituting 
this amendment for the underlying 
Hastert-Gephardt resolution. If next 
February Saddam Hussein limits the 
ability of U.N. inspectors to check for 
weapons of mass destruction, the Lee 
amendment says let’s talk. If next 
April Saddam Hussein kills several 
thousand innocent Iraqi men, women 
and children using biological agents, 
the Lee amendment says again, let’s 
talk. If next June a terrorist attempts 
to use a crude nuclear device facili-
tated by Iraq against a major U.S. city, 
the Lee amendment says, let’s talk. 

Mr. Speaker, the lack of enforcement 
contained in this amendment is a bit 
like a senior citizen trying to stop a 
mugging by suggesting they dance the 
polka. Supporters of this amendment 
say, let’s support the return of weapons 
inspectors to Iraq. We have done that. 
They say, let’s go to the U.N. for a so-
lution. We have done that. They say, 
let’s engage our allies in this effort. I 
say again, we have done that. 

Mr. Speaker, what cannot be dis-
puted today is that peace and freedom 
are the ends to which we now seek our 
means. President Bush has dem-
onstrated the courage to lead and to 
draw a line in the sand. Now is the 
time for Congress to support his leader-
ship. I am proud to join a broad bipar-
tisan coalition of Members by standing 
up to tyranny and oppression and oppo-
sition to freedom by voting no on this 
amendment. By rejecting this spurious 
amendment we will ensure that Amer-
ica’s promise to uphold the rule of law 
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